
 

 
Rakuko Naito 
11 June – 26 July 2026 

Artist reception: Thursday, June 11th from 5 to 8pm. Naito will be in attendance. All are welcome to attend. 

66 South Glenwood Street Jackson, Wyoming 83001 
 
Maya Frodeman Gallery is pleased to present an exhibition of works by Rakuko Naito, whose practice transforms 
handmade paper into sculptural assemblages that exist somewhere between drawing, relief, and object. For nearly seven 
decades, New York City has been home to Naito, though the sensibilities that shape her work remain deeply rooted in the 
material traditions of her native Japan. 
 
Born in Tokyo in 1935, Naito arrived in New York in 1958 after graduating from the Tokyo National University of Art, 
leaving behind the conventions of postwar Japan in pursuit of artistic freedom and experimentation. Though she resists 
defining her work through national identity, Japanese materials and methods remain foundational to her practice. Her long 
engagement with kozo washi paper and traditional Japanese techniques has resulted in a body of work that feels both 
deeply tactile and resolutely contemporary. 
 
For more than three decades, Naito has explored the possibilities of repetition, texture, and form through constructed 
paper assemblages. Nature serves less as subject matter than as a structural and philosophical guide. Earlier experiments 
with close-up photography of organic forms sharpened Naito’s sensitivity to texture, arrangement, and pattern, elements 
that continue to inform her sculptural compositions today. Rather than drawing lines by hand, she often allows materials 
themselves to generate form. “A line formed naturally is not the same line drawn by hand,” Naito notes. “I try to experiment 
and manipulate materials to create my own world.” Across the works in this exhibition, light and shadow replace 
conventional drawing, while repetition becomes an act of both discipline and discovery. 
 
Working intuitively and without preliminary sketches, Naito allows each composition to emerge through direct 
engagement with her materials. Untitled and identified only through coded numbers, her works resist fixed interpretation, 
encouraging viewers to form their own responses through sustained looking. Balancing rigorous structure with organic 
irregularity, Naito’s work reflects a decades-long commitment to experimentation, material sensitivity, and the 
transformative possibilities of paper. 
 
Born in Tokyo, Japan, in 1935, Naito studied at the Tokyo National University of Art. After her graduation in 1958, she 
moved to New York City, where she has lived and worked ever since. Naito’s first solo exhibition was at the World House 
Gallery in New York in 1965. Featured throughout the United States, Europe and Japan, Naito’s work is represented in 



 

numerous galleries and public collections including the San Francisco Museum of Modern Art (San Francisco), 
the Voorlinden Museum (Wassenaar, the Netherlands), the Kemper Art Collection (Chicago), Miami-Dade Community 
College (Miami), The Larry Aldrich Museum (Ridge eld, CT), the Roland Gibson Art Foundation (SUNY Potsdam) and the 
Davis Museum and Cultural Center at Wellesley College, Massachusetts. She was an artist in residence at the Josef and 
Anni Albers Foundation in 2003. 
 
 

Rakuko Naito, RN1436-3 1/2-07 Checker Board, 200, Japanese paper on board, 36 x 36 x 3 ½ inches 

Rakuko Naito, RN448-3 1/2-25 Soft Edge Ring, 2025, Japanese paper on board, 48 x 24 x 3 ½ inches 



 

 

Rakuko Naito, RN136-3 1/2-10 Diamond w/Yellow Tint, 2010, Japanese paper on board, 36 x 36 x 3 1/2 inches 

 
Specializing in modern and contemporary art, Maya Frodeman Gallery unites artists from all over the world in a tightly 
curated vision. Maya Frodeman Gallery began in 2024, continuing the 23-year legacy of Tayloe Piggott’s eponymous 
gallery, the first of its kind in Jackson Hole, Wyoming. In an expansive exhibition space in downtown Jackson Hole, the 
gallery pursues a rigorous schedule of exhibitions representing both emerging and established artists, encompassing 
unique practices of painting, sculpture, paper, photography, and printmaking.  

Exhibiting contemporary giants such as Richard Fleischner, Jane Rosen, Rakuko Naito, Nicola Hicks, and Caio Fonseca 
alongside emerging stars like Jane Yang D’Haene and Kathryn Lynch, Maya Frodeman Gallery supports its extensive 
contemporary roster with close relationships with the estates of Wolf Kahn, Emily Mason, Hans Hofmann, and Esteban 
Vicente. 

From first-time buyers to seasoned collectors, the gallery assists a wide range of clients with the intricacies of collecting 
contemporary art. Our staff has the knowledge and expertise to facilitate art acquisitions, advise collection management, 
and curate the interiors of private spaces. 

Media contact: Jane Durden, jane@mayafrodemangallery.com 

 
 


